
​Developmental Disabilities Advisory Council​
​Minutes​

​Date​ ​September 4, 2025​

​Time​ ​10:00am – 12:00pm​

​Location​
​Herschler Building Capitol Extension Room 1, 122 West 25th Street, Cheyenne, Wyoming​

​Call In Information:​​https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/94868995005​​,​​(669) 900-6833​​, Meeting ID:​
​948-6899-5005​

​Purpose​
​To assist and advise the Division of Healthcare Financing (Division) in implementing a​
​statewide service delivery system for persons who are identified as having developmental​
​and intellectual disabilities, and acquired brain injuries (ABI).​

​Members​
​Jane Carlson, Rachel Collins, Tina Conley, Lorie Conrad, Rachel Crawford, Jeff Gardner,​
​Michelle Jarman, Sarah Leonard, Mandy Liley, Mason McDowell, Lucy Russell, Bonnie​
​Wilson​

​Division​
​Staff​

​Jenifer Adams, Matt Crandall, Alice Esquibel, Elizabeth Forslund, Dillion Johnson, Julie​
​Lacey, Hannah Ostheimer​

​AGENDA ITEMS/KEY POINTS DISCUSSED​
​Topics​ ​Time​ ​Highlights​

​1.​ ​Roll call and approval of minutes and​
​Introductions –​​Jeff Gardner​ ​5 min​

​2.​ ​Division update –​​Division​ ​40 min​

​●​ ​Change in Medicaid Leadership - Lee Grossman​
​has left his position as Medicaid Director for the​
​State of Wyoming. He has become the Medicaid​
​Director for the state of Iowa. Jesse Springer​
​has been named interim state Medicaid agent.​

​●​ ​Position Updates - Eric Lippold has been hired​
​and will be reporting to Dillion Johnson. He will​
​be handling billing issues that providers and​
​case managers encounter. Destiny Rhoden has​
​also been hired as the new Benefits and​
​Eligibility Specialist. A geographic assignment​
​will be given when she is done with training.​
​Hannah Ostheimer has also been hired as the​
​new Provider Support Unit Manager. She comes​
​from the Public Health Division as a​
​Performance Improvement Manager. Before​
​that she worked as a direct support​
​professional.​

​●​ ​Federal Updates - Continue to track the Big​
​Beautiful Bill. Right now financial impacts for​
​Wyoming Medicaid are minimal. If this changes​
​the Department will provide further updates.​
​The bill introduced a new waiver option. We are​
​still learning about the option and will provide​

https://uwyo.zoom.us/j/94868995005


​Developmental Disabilities Advisory Council​
​Minutes​

​more info as we learn more. The federal​
​government has a Rural Health Transformation​
​program where states will be receiving money​
​to transform rural health. This is going to be a​
​five year project. Similar to ARPA funds will not​
​last forever unless additional legislation or​
​action is taken. Jesse Springer and various​
​members of the Department of Health team​
​will be doing listening sessions throughout this​
​month and next in Wyoming communities​
​around the state. This is a health based​
​initiative so it is not exclusive to HCBS.​

​●​ ​WYSERVES - This is our new IT system that will​
​be replacing IMPROV, EMWS, and the provider​
​portal.  This will be a singular system for state​
​staff, case managers, providers, and​
​participants. A brief demo was recently​
​released and is currently on the HCBS website.​
​We will also be discussing WYSERVES through​
​provider and case manager support calls, and​
​GovDelivery.​

​●​ ​DD Amendment - The HCBS section used the​
​American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) to increase​
​provider rates. ARPA funding expired March​
​31st 2025 and the Department was able to​
​sustain rates until the end of August. As of​
​September 1st 2025, provider rates have been​
​reverted back to pre-ARPA funded levels.​

​●​ ​Rate Change Update - To account for provider​
​rates changing with the expiration of ARPA​
​funds, the Department had to recalculate​
​participant budgets. Not all of the budgets were​
​pulled properly as some participants had lower​
​and others had higher budgets than what they​
​are supposed to have. The Department will be​
​looking at all of those and adjusting budgets as​
​needed. We will not be reducing participant’s​
​purchasing power. Participants will have the​
​same purchasing power that they had as of July​
​1, 2025.​

​●​ ​Waitlist - 406 people are on the waitlist. We​
​have been able to fund 19 people over the last​
​3 months. Over the last few months we have​
​had a higher number of applicants. Wait time is​
​currently sitting at 18 months.​
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​●​ ​NCI State of the Workforce Survey - This survey​
​was finished as of July 31st 2025. We had a 60%​
​participation rate. We should be getting results​
​back around February of 2026 and this​
​information will be for the calendar year 2024.​

​●​ ​NCI IDD in-person survey - We selected 1600​
​random participants and worked with our​
​vendor to gather 400 surveys from the 1600 to​
​have a statistically significant sample size. Data​
​for the survey was submitted on June 30th.​

​3.​ ​Council Membership Committee​ ​5 min​
​●​ ​Lucy Russel, Tina Conley, and Rachel Crawford​

​volunteered for the committee to review​
​applications for open council positions.​

​4.​ ​Officer Appointments​ ​10 min​

​●​ ​Jeff Gardner was nominated and confirmed for​
​Chairperson. Lucy Russel was nominated and​
​confirmed for Vice Chairperson. Penny Davis​
​was nominated and confirmed for Secretary.​

​5.​ ​Member updates –​​Council Members​ ​15 min​

​●​ ​Rachel Crawford - Wyoming Department of​
​Education in the Special Education Program​
​Division is starting a new State Personnel​
​Development Grant(s). It is called Ascend 307.​
​Funds are being awarded through the federal​
​government to increase the number of certified​
​special education teachers in the state. This will​
​be piloted through 3 different school districts.​
​Vision outreach services are working on​
​additional transition work to support post K-12.​
​They are looking at planning the transition​
​process earlier for better student outcomes.​

​●​ ​Jance Carlson - the eCares system has been​
​rolled out which is a system shopping and​
​eligibility portal for childcare services.​

​●​ ​Michelle Jarman - Recently applied for a TIPSID​
​grant. It is an inclusive post-secondary​
​education for individuals with intellectual and​
​developmental disabilities grant.​

​●​ ​Mason McDowell - Working on the Lemon Bill​
​for assistive technology. Support has been​
​received from someone in both the house and​
​senate for the bill.​

​●​ ​Jeff Gardner - Will be hosting the 6th Annual​
​Direct Support Professional of the year event in​
​Casper on September 17th. The Joint​
​Appropriations Committee took up the issue of​
​reimbursement rates as an interim topic. They​
​have met twice now. Once in Gillette and once​
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​in Dubois. There is significant support from the​
​committee at looking at the system to allow​
​providers to pay their direct support​
​professionals at a higher wage. They have one​
​more meeting with the budget hearings in​
​December. Updates will be posted on the​
​Wyoming Community Service Providers​
​Facebook page.​

​6.​ ​Public Comment​ ​10 min​ ​●​ ​No public comment​

​NEXT MEETING – December 4, 2025 - Zoom Only​


