BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL’S (BHAC) STRATEGIC PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DRAFTED IN MAY 2025 BY THE BHAC OFFICERS AND BHD REPRESENTATIVES

Mission: Provide a unified voice dedicated to ensuring the dignity of individuals by promoting excellence in a person- centered, recovery-

focused system of care.

Vision: A holistic culture of health for Wyoming citizens that recognizes behavioral health as integral to whole health.

Primary Duty: Review Wyoming’s Mental Health Block Grant (MHBG) and make recommendations to the Wyoming

Department of Health’s Behavioral Health Division (BHD).

o
o
o
o
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Key Initiatives:

e While conducting its review, the BHAC will focus on whether the state’s plan fulfills the following five statutory criteria (as
listed in 42 U.S. Code 8§ 300x-1(b)(1)):

Comprehensive community-based health systems (42 U.S. Code 8 300x-1(b)(1)(A))
Mental health system data and epidemiology (42 U.S. Code 8 300x-1(b)(1)(B))
Children’s services (42 U.S. Code § 300x-1(b)(1)(C))

Targeted services to rural and homeless populations (42 U.S. Code § 300x-1(b)(1)(D))
Management services (42 U.S. Code § 300x-1(b)(1)(E))

e The BHD can incorporate the BHAC’s suggestions into the plan, but they must forward these suggestions to SAMHSA.
o The BHD will submit a letter from the BHAC chair detailing the council’s activities, including their review of the plan.

Timeline:

e Annually, before the MHBG is due to SAMHSA

Activities:

e Viaemail, the BHD State Planner will provide the MHBG application in draft form to the BHAC prior to the BHAC’s
meeting, during which the MHBG will be reviewed.

e The BHAC will meet with the BHD State Planner to review the MHBG and provide suggestions based on the statutory
criteria.

o The BHAC Chair will work with the BHD State Planner to submit a letter to SAMHSA detailing the BHAC’s review of the
MHBG plan.




Primary Duty: Advocate for people with behavioral health needs.

Key Initiatives:

e The BHAC will be informed and educated about Wyoming’s behavioral health needs.
e BHAC members will inform Wyoming residents, key stakeholders, and state and local officials about these needs.
e Collaborate with advocacy organizations and encourage their membership on the BHAC, particularly people with lived
experience.
Timeline:

e Ongoing

Activities:

e The BHAC can provide education and information about Wyoming’s behavioral health needs to BHAC members through
presentations, training opportunities, and resource sharing.

e BHAC members can reach out to their state and local officials to inform and educate them on Wyoming’s behavioral
health needs.

e BHAC members can connect with advocacy organizations and encourage their attendance at BHAC meetings, possibly
leading to their application to become members of the BHAC.

Primary Duty: Monitor, review, and evaluate the adequacy of behavioral health services in Wyoming.

Key Initiatives:

e The BHAC will be informed and educated about Wyoming’s behavioral health services.

Timeline:

e Ongoing

Activities:

e The BHD can provide updates to the BHAC about current behavioral health initiatives.
e The BHAC can provide education and information about Wyoming’s behavioral health services to BHAC members through
presentations, training opportunities, and resource sharing.

e The BHAC can invite private behavioral health providers to BHAC meetings to discuss how their services contribute to the
behavioral health system.
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