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Understand the role of the Pharmacist
Understand what immunizations can be provided in a pharmacy
Understand who is allowed to administer immunizations in the 
pharmacy
Understand the increasing role of pharmacy in providing 
immunizations
Understand immunization schedule changes and affects on 
practice
Understand the affects of the PREP Act expiration
Gain an appreciation for the legislative process and advocacy



 As of 2004, all pharmacy school graduates earn the PharmD degree, a 
doctorate degree to reflect the increased complexity of pharmacotherapy and 
advanced training required for adequate provision of patient care.

 Immunizations and more!

 Health screenings
 Point-of-care testing, with treatment allowed in some states

 Medication therapy management

 Chronic disease management
 Therapeutic drug monitoring

 All this while still ensuring medications are safe and effective for patients



The 
Expanding 
Role of the 
Pharmacist



 Ch. 16, Sec. 4(a)
 Pharmacists shall utilize the manufacturer's package insert for indications, 

contraindications, adverse reactions, dosing, route of administration, specifics 
regarding administration, and storage requirements for immunizations when 
prescribing, administering, and supervising the administration of vaccines.

 In other words, pharmacists in Wyoming can prescribe and administer all 
vaccines
 Pharmacy Technicians were granted administration ability in the 2022 

legislative session
 By rule must complete the same training required of a pharmacist

 Rules were last updated in August of 2023



Keeping your records complete is like brushing every tooth; miss one, 
and it’ll come back to bite you!
 Requirements 
 Questioner and consent form 
 Attestation of counseling
 Advise patient to remain in the area 15 minutes

 WY Stat § 33-24-157 (2022) Immunization administration
 “A pharmacist administering vaccinations pursuant to this section shall enter a record of 

the immunization in the Wyoming immunization registry operated by the department of 
health”

 Passed in 2014 all pharmacies to be compliant by 2015

 Use WYIR, it will be your best friend!



 Pharmacists have been providing immunizations for over 20 
years*
Majority of adult immunizations are given at a pharmacy
 Post 2020 pharmacies have seen a major increase in vaccine 
administration
 Pharmacies are increasing immunization rates of atypical 
vaccines
 HPV
 Shingles
 RSV?

Trends in Vaccine Administration in the United States. IQVIA. (2023, January 13). 
https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-iqvia-institute/reports-and-publications/reports/trends-in-vaccine-
administration-in-the-united-states 

*In Wyoming Pharmacists have been immunizing since July of 2014, 10 years



Trends in Vaccine Administration in the United States. IQVIA. (2023, January 13). https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-
iqvia-institute/reports-and-publications/reports/trends-in-vaccine-administration-in-the-united-states 



 COVID-19
 Pemgarda™ a monoclonal antibody immunization approved for use in pre-exposure 

prophylaxis for moderate to severely immunocompromised
 Guidance provided on using updated vaccines, bivalent were removed from all 

recommendations

 Influenza
 Persons with any severity of egg allergy can be vaccinated with any type of flu 

vaccine

 Pneumonia
 PCV13 has been removed from all recommendations
 “Special situations” have all been updated to reflect use of PCV15, PCV20, and 

PPSV23



 Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
 Note added for administration in 60 and older and pregnant women from weeks 32-

36 during September – January
 Added guidance on administration of nirsevimab in infants six months and older
 RSV vaccine added to the list of vaccines excluded from the Vaccine Injury 

Compensation Program (VCIP)

 Human Papilloma Virus (HPV)
 Guidance was added for immunizing those 26-45 (22-23 clarification)
 Clarification was provided on catch up doses

 DTaP/Tdap
 Clarification was provided on primary and booster doses adding Tdap as booster for 

primary series



 Polio
 “Catch up” has been revised to include 18 year old individuals with special risk 

factors

 Meningococcal
 Menactra has been removed from all sections and been replaced with PenbrayaTM

or a combination of Menveo® and Bexsero®

 Mpox
 Guidance added for use in adolescents at age 18 based on risk factors
 Mpox vaccine added to the list of vaccines excluded from the Vaccine Injury 

Compensation Program (VCIP)
 Mpox vaccine added to the list of vaccines covered by the Countermeasures Injury 

Compensation Program (CICP)



 Allowed pharmacists and pharmacy technicians under the supervision of a 
pharmacist to administer without a prescriber order
 COVID-19 vaccines for all individuals who are 3 years of age and older 
 All Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices–recommended(ACIP) pediatric 

vaccines to those between 3 and 18 years
 Flu vaccines for all patients 18 years and older

 Allowed pharmacists to order and administer COVID 19 test

 Allowed pharmacists to prescribe COVID antivirals

 Allowed pharmacists to therapeutically adjust medications when a COVID 
antiviral has been prescribed



 Scheduled to end October 1, 2024

 What does that mean for Wyoming?
 Pharmacists will no longer have test to treat privileges and will need a collaborative 

practice agreement or providers order
 Pharmacist will not have the ability to therapeutically adjust medication for COVID 

antivirals
 Can only administer immunizations to those 7 years and above

 Good news!
 Pharmacy technicians were statutorily given the ability to immunize in Wyoming in 

2022 



Pharmacies provide 
much needed access to 
healthcare to the people 
of Wyoming

Wyoming Pharmacy 
Landscape

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1BBmxwafWSV0RSZJGASSOvzXZhjV_MKo&ll=43.02652184797626%2C-107.53427438125&z=7


 How to prevent the loss of care?
 Encourage Wyoming law makers to take the steps needed to allow pharmacists to 

engage in test-to-treat practice
 Work with your local pharmacies to start a collaborative practice agreement 

allowing test-to-treat
 Support Federal Legislation:
 H.R.1770 Equitable Community Access to Pharmacist Services Act. Allows pharmacist 

to continue PREP Act COVID measures for all respiratory viruses for Medicare eligible 
patients. Currently has 160 cosponsors

 S.2477 Equitable Community Access to Pharmacist Services Act. Mirror bill in the 
Senate increasing chances of the topic being heard. Currently has 24 cosponsors

 Must be heard before the end of the year. Last action on either bill was in 2023



 Legislature Website

 Attend a Committee meeting

 Discover pertinent legislation

 Find your legislator 

 Contact your Senator

 Contact your Representative

 It is all about starting, when you are involved, you get to mold what your 
profession looks like      

https://www.wyoleg.gov/
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Committees/About
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2024
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f086f052f28b4185a785f19344a057be/
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators/2024/S
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators/2024/H


Pharmacists Increase 
Access to Care and in turn 
improve Public Health 
Outcomes



 Possible questions:
 What strategies do you employ at the pharmacy to address public health concerns 

like flu outbreaks or pandemics?
 What challenges have you experienced when vaccinating adults in a pharmacy 

setting?
 What has been your greatest success providing vaccination services to pharmacy 

patients?
 What are steps to initiate a collaborative practice agreement with a pharmacy?
 Are there pharmacies in Wyoming providing expanded services that you mentioned? 



 Rosenthal, M. (2023, February 13). New Report: Pharmacists Providing 
Vaccinations More Often Than Physicians. Pharmacypracticenews.com. 
https://www.pharmacypracticenews.com/Covid-19/Article/02-23/New-
Report-Pharmacist-Providing-Vaccination-More-Often-Then-
Physicians/69473 
 Trends in Vaccine Administration in the United States. IQVIA. (2023, January 

13). https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-iqvia-institute/reports-and-
publications/reports/trends-in-vaccine-administration-in-the-united-states 
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2023a, November 16). 

Immunization schedule changes. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-changes.html 
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2023b, November 20). Vaccines 

for meningococcal. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/index.html 
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