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Objectives

● Review the requirements for opt-out in the Wyoming 
Immunization Registry (WyIR).

● Understand what opt-out is and provider responsibilities for 
opt-out.

● Explore opt-out functionality in the WyIR.
● Explain the process for assisting patients through opt-out 

requests. 
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WyIR Requirements
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Opt-Out Requirements for the WyIR

● Per the Wyoming Department of Health (WDH) Immunization Program 
Administrative Rules, all immunizations administered in the State of 
Wyoming must be reported to the WyIR.

● As outlined in the WDH Immunization Program Administrative Rules, 
Chapter 5, Section 13, a patient or parent my request an exclusion of 
their or their child’s immunization information from the WyIR.
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What is Opt-Out?
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What is opt-out?

● Opt-out refers to the option an individual has to exclude their immunization
information from their record within the WyIR.

● The WyIR is an opt-out registry; therefore, patients do not need to be
notified or consent to reporting to the WyIR. Opt-out should be by
patient request only and never used as an alternative to data
collection and entry into the WyIR.

● Opt-out does not remove patient demographics from the WyIR, rather,
immunization information is made anonymous and not tied to a patient
record. All vaccinations should still be reported, regardless of opt-out status.
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Opt-Out Provider Responsibilities
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● Provider sites should provide to patients
the WyIR Opt-Out Request Form, when
requested.

● The WyIR is a mandatory reporting
registry, therefore, opt-out request forms
should only be provided upon request
from the patient and not a substitute for
data entry.

● This form can be printed from the WDH
Immunization Unit website at
www.immunizewyoming.com.

Navigate to www.immunizewyoming.com 
> Immunization Records.

http://www.immunizewyoming.com
http://www.immunzewyoming.com
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/


Determining Patient Opt-Out 
Status
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Determining Opt-Out 
Status in the WyIR

To determine a patient’s current opt-out status in the WyIR, a 
patient search must be conducted. 

This patient search can be done in one of two ways. 

1. An authorized user logs directly into the WyIR to conduct
a manual patient search.

2. A query is sent to the WyIR via an electronic interface
connection.
a. ** This option is only available to those who have

established an active bi-directional connection with the
WyIR.

10



Determining Opt-Out 
Status in the WyIR

Manual Patient 
Search

To conduct a manual search authorized users will:

● Log into the WyIR using their assigned username and
password.

● Navigate to the “Patient” tab on the left hand side of the WyIR
menu.

● Click on “Search/Add”
● Type in a search based on First Name, Last Name, DOB or any

combination of those three.
● Click “Search” in the bottom right.
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Determining Opt-Out 
Status in the WyIR

Manual Patient 
Search Continued

From the “Patient Search Result” menu:

● Patients listed in black text are NOT currently opted-out from 
the registry.

● Patients listed in red text ARE currently opted-out from the 
registry.

12



Determining Opt-Out 
Status in the WyIR

Query from an EHR via 
an Electronic Interface 

Connection

From the facility Electronic Health Record (EHR):

● Providers should request a query from their EHR following the
steps required by their system.

○ Please work with your EHR vendor if you are unsure of
how to use the query functionality in your EHR.

○ **Queries will only work in your EHR if you are
connected to the WyIR via a bi-directional electronic
interface connection.

● If the request returns a patient match into the EHR, this
patient is NOT opted-out from the registry.

● If the request returns “no patients found for this query,” this
could be indicative of an opt-out patient. If you get this
response it could mean:

○ The patient has no record in the WyIR at all.
○ The patient is opted out.
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Determining 
Opt-Out Status in 

the WyIR

Query from an EHR via 
an Electronic Interface 
Connection Continued

If the patient IS opt-out:

● Upon sending an interface message for this 
patient, the message will ERROR and return a
“Processing error prevented the completion of 
this request: Unable to save patient info: Patient 
has opted-out from registry. Contact State 
Immunization program to re-enable patient. -
Message Rejected” message.

● If this error is encountered, this patient vaccine 
data will need to be added as anonymous to the 
WyIR manually using the process on slides
19-20.
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Opt-Out Status: How to Proceed
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Your patient is NOT Opt-Out but wants to be. 
What now?

When a patient is not currently opted-out but 
requests to opt-out at the time of 
immunization encounter:
1. When able, direct the patient to the

WyIR Opt-Out Request Form on the
Immunization Unit Website.

2. Instruct the patient to submit the form
and proof of identity to the Wyoming
Department of Health (WDH),
Immunization Unit using the instructions
and contact information provided on the
form.
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3. Patient demographic and immunization
information must be entered into the WyIR

at the time of the vaccine encounter at 
which the request took place. Unless the 

patient is marked in red as ‘Opt-out’, 
information should be entered.

https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/


Once the Immunization Unit receives the 
patient’s opt-out form, the Immunization 
IIS Access Manager or designee will: 

● Process the completed WyIR Opt-Out 
Request Form and send written 
acknowledgment, along with a copy of the 
completed WyIR opt-out request to the 
individual, parent or guardian. 

● The individual or individual’s child or 
dependent demographic information will be 
marked as opt-out as indicated in red, in the 
WyIR and the immunization information 
made anonymous and maintained in 
aggregate form.

17



Your Patient IS Opted-Out of the WyIR. What 
Now?

If your patient is marked as opt-out in the WyIR at the time of vaccine encounter:
● Immunization information should NOT be added to the patient record.
● Vaccinations will be added to the WyIR using the “Add Anonymous” 

functionality.

The WyIR is a mandatory reporting Registry. Opt-out status cannot be a 
replacement for vaccine reporting. 
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Adding Vaccines 
Using ‘Add 
Anonymous’ 
Functionality

To add vaccination information to the 
WyIR for a patient who is opted-out:

● Log into the WyIR using assigned 
username and password. 

● Navigate to the “Vaccination” tab 
on the left hand side of the WyIR 
menu. 

● Click on “Add Anonymous”
● Enter the Required information 

including the birth date, vaccine 
and date administered.  

● Click “Save” in the bottom right.
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Adding Vaccines 
Using ‘Add 
Anonymous’ 
Functionality 
Continued

● Anonymous vaccines can be entered using 
the statuses below:

○ “Add Administered” - This should be 
selected if the lot number administered 
to the patient is maintained in WyIR 
inventory.

○ “Add Historical” - This should be 
selected if the lot number administered 
to the patient is not maintained in WyIR 
inventory OR historical vaccination 
records are being entered for a patient 
who is opt-out.

■ When adding a historical entry, 
provide as much information as 
possible, to include the lot 
number and manufacturer, if 
available.

● Provide the additional required information for 
the vaccine administration. 

● Click “Save” in the bottom right hand corner. 20



Rescind Opt-Out Process

21



Rescind Opt-Out Process for Providers

1. Direct individuals, parents, or guardians who request to rescind a previous
opt-out request to exclude immunization information from the WyIR to the
WyIR Rescind Opt-Out Request Form located on the Immunization Unit
website.

2. Manually enter vaccines as anonymous using the “Add Anonymous”
feature (See slides 19-20). Vaccine information must remain anonymous
at the time of entry for any patient marked as Opt-Out (as indicated in
RED) at the time of patient encounter.
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https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/


Rescind Opt Out Next Steps for the patient… 

The individual, parent, or guardian must:

● Complete and sign the WyIR Rescind 
Opt-Out Request Form.

● Submit one copy of the WyIR Rescind 
Opt-Out Request Form with proof of identity 
to the WDH Immunization Unit using the 
information on the form.

● Retain one signed copy of the WyIR Rescind 
Opt-Out Request Form for their personal 
records.
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This form can be printed from 
the WDH Immunization Unit 

website at 
www.immunizewyoming.com.

https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/
https://health.wyo.gov/publichealth/immunization/immunization-records/


WDH Immunization Unit Opt-Out Responsibilities

The Immunization IIS Access Manager or designee will: 

● Process the completed WyIR Rescind Opt-Out Request Form and send written 
acknowledgement along with a copy of the completed WyIR Rescind Opt-Out form to 
the individual, parent, or guardian. 

● The WDH Immunization Unit Nurse Consultant or designee will enter submitted 
immunization information into the WyIR from an Official Record of Immunization if an 
Amendment Request and proof of identity is received by the Immunization Unit. 

● Any Public Health Nursing Office or medical provider may take information from an 
Official Record of Immunization and enter it into the WyIR as historical vaccination 
information.
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SUMMARY
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● The WyIR is a mandatory reporting registry.
● The WyIR is an opt-out registry.
● Opt-out status should not be a replacement for data entry.
● Patients displayed in BLACK text in manual patient searches are NOT opt-out
● Patients displayed in RED text is manual patient searches ARE opt-out
● Patients that wish to opt-out need to complete and submit the WyIR Opt-Out Request Form to the WDH 

Immunization Unit.
● Patients wishing to rescind their previous opt-out request need to complete and submit the WyIR Rescind 

Opt-Out Request Form to the WDH Immunization Unit.
● The Immunization Unit processes all opt-out and rescind opt-out forms.
● The patient’s opt-out status in the WyIR at the time of patient encounter and administration determines the 

type of data entry.
○ Patient is opt-out at the time of encounter and administration = Add Anonymous.
○ Patient is NOT opt-out at the time of encounter = vaccination data added to patient record.



Thank You!

Contact us:
Wyoming Department of Health
Immunization Unit

wdh.immunize@wyo.gov
(307) 777-7952
www.immunizewyoming.com
m
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For questions regarding opt-out or other general WyIR 

functionality questions reach out to our WyIR Help Desk!

WyIR Help Desk

wyir.helpdesk@wyo.gov

1-833-221-1451

Or utilize the chat function located in the lower left hand corner 

of the WyIR homepage.

mailto:wyir.helpdesk@wyo.gov



