
Wyoming Adoptions

Adoptions process and the role of 
Vital Records in Wyoming 2022



Agenda
• Intro – Name, type of law, ever filed an adoption in WY
• Vital Records – Overview
• Adoptions – Establishing the New Birth Certificate

– Title(s) 1, 14 and 35
– VSS System
– Forms

• Decrees – Best Practices
• The VSS Process in the Electronic world – the way ahead
• The Clerk of District Court – Petition to Decree
• The Birth Certificate post Adoption
• Other Decrees/Orders and Vital Record Certificates
• Questions



Vital Records

• https://health.wyo.gov/admin/vitalstatistics/
• The Vital Statistics Services (VSS) Office was 

established by the state legislature in 1907. 
Compulsory registration of births and deaths 
began in 1909 and the registration of marriages 
and divorces in 1941. 

• The VSS program has ten (10) authorized 
employees and houses over one (1) million 
records in electronic, paper, microfilm and 
microfiche format. 

https://health.wyo.gov/admin/vitalstatistics/
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Adoptions Processed

Year
Delayed 

Filing

Affidavit 
Acknowledging 

Paternity
Affidavit of 
Correction

One Year 
Corrections

Court 
Ordered
Changes

Court 
Ordered 
Paternity Adoptions

Foreign Born 
Adoption

2020 14 316 382 255 107 240 325 21

2021 5 296 453 309 130 265 364 18

2022* 10 286 509 233 77 166 273 9

* Current Year to date



References/Resources (1)

• W.S. 1-22-101 through 117 (Adoption)
– W.S. 1-22-201 through 203 (Confidential 

Intermediaries) 
– Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)

• W.S. 35-1-401 through 431 (Vital Records)
• Wyoming Vital Records, Rules and 

Regulations, Chapter 4 (Adoption)
• W.S. 14-2-201 through 901 (Children and 

Parents)

https://rules.wyo.gov/


References/Resources (2)

• Wyoming Vital Records website: 
https://health.wyo.gov/admin/vitalstatistics/a
doptions/

• Equal Justice Wyoming website: 
https://www.equaljustice.wy.gov/index.php/g
et-legal-help/self-help/family-law/adoptions

https://health.wyo.gov/admin/vitalstatistics/adoptions/
https://www.equaljustice.wy.gov/index.php/get-legal-help/self-help/family-law/adoptions


Definition and Purpose of Adoption
• Adoption: (Merriam-Webster): the act of adopting and/or the state of 

being adopted.
– To take or accept as one’s own;
– The action or fact of legally taking another's child and bringing it up as one's 

own.
• Who may be adopted in WY (W.S. 1-22-103)

– Child (defined W.S. 1-22-101)
– Adult (Consent) 

• Type of Adoption (generally)
– Foster Child Adoption
– Infant Adoption
– Adult Adoption
– International Adoption

• Other(s)? – What about affidavits acknowledging paternity?  Minors and 
Adults?



Brief History of Adoption and Birth 
Certificates

• Adoption
– 1851 - U.S. Modern Adoption Law (MA implemented social and legal 

operation based on child’s welfare)
– 1970 – Peak of US adoption (175K)
– 1996 – Bastard Nation seeking access to adoption records (OR one of 

the first to allow adoptees access to original birth certificates).

• Birth Certificates 
– U.S. began collecting national level data around 1902.  VA and MA 

began in the 1630’s.
– 1907 Standard Form for birth registration (Census Bureau)
– 1915 Current Process for Reporting Birth to Federal Government.
– 1940(s) – Certificates were used as proof of U.S. Citizenship
– 1946 – National Office of Vital Statistics now National Center for 

Health Statistics (NCHS)

http://bastards.org/


Adoption Process

• Process in WY for vital records 
– Petition (1-22-104(c)(iv)) NO STANDARD FORM

• Documents to be filed with Petition (Report of 
Adoption - standardized) 

• Report of Adoption for all adoptees containing the 
name of child prior to adoption, sex, DOB, POB, Birth 
Certificate number (via verification), natural mother’s 
maiden name and natural father’s name (if applicable).  

– Interlocutory decree (verification of birth)
– Final decree (Single and Multiple adoptees)



Verification of Birth



The Decree

• With the Report of Adoption being completed 
and used as a base document for the 
development of the Petition and the Final 
Decree, the process (using the report of 
adoption) should ensure consistency among the 
documents and minimize errors for completing 
the post adoption birth certificate.

• The Report of Adoption information is used to 
complete a new certificate on the appropriate 
“file/form” from the year the adoptee was born, 
pursuant W.S. 35-1-417(b).

https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/WDH_VSS-Report-of-Adoption-Form-1b-2021Corrected.pdf


Previous Years Birth Certificates

• 1945-1950s

• 1959-1960s



Previous Years Birth Certificates (2)

• 1970s-1980s

• 1985-1991



Current Birth File Copy 

• Current -



Process in Action
• Parents decide to adopt

– Pro Se
– With Counsel 

• Petition Court
– Complete Report of Adoption (certified by clerk) – “best info”
– Petition

• Initial Proceeding
– Interlocutory agreement

• Final Proceeding
– Report of Adoption (verified the information matches)
– Final Decree

• Clerk Enters the data into the VSS System
• Attorney or petitioner(s) submit request for birth certificate





VSS Adoption Processing



Report of Adoption Form



Report of Adoption VSS



Report of Adoption VSS



Report of Adoption (Attorney Signature)



Clerks Attach Completed Documents



Report of Adoption (Clerk Signature)



Adoption Final (VSS Signature)



Court Ordered Changes
• Adoptions for children born outside WY
• Adoptions of children of Native American Blood
• Foreign Born Adoptions
• Name Changes: Unless specified – No change to birth 

certificate (Corrections and Amendments)
• Court ordered changes to vital records – following one 

year, no “changes” are to be made to the certificate 
without an amendment via affidavit

• Court ordered paternity; establishing or removing 
parent.  Be specific “vital records add” or “vital records 
remove” xxx.



Items of interest

• Meaning of “single” in adoption law 
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2021/05/05/wy
oming-supreme-court-justices-spar-over-
meaning-of-single-in-adoption-laws/

• Jurisdiction Over “International” (foreign 
born) adoptions 
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2020/12/28/wy
oming-supreme-court-says-wyoming-has-
jurisdiction-over-international-adoptions/

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2021/05/05/wyoming-supreme-court-justices-spar-over-meaning-of-single-in-adoption-laws/
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2020/12/28/wyoming-supreme-court-says-wyoming-has-jurisdiction-over-international-adoptions/


Questions/Notes
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