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Elder Abuse
Elder abuse is the harming of an older person. It can include neglect, 
physical, emotional, financial or sexual abuse. 

Here are some elder abuse facts that everyone should know.

> About 1 in 10 Americans age 60+ have experienced abuse.1 

> Without decent health care and public resources, our 
population becomes more at risk for abuse as we age.2

> The impact of elder abuse is felt by people of all ages. 

> Elder abuse also reduces older people’s participation  
in the life of our communities.

> Elder abuse creates health care and legal costs that  
are often carried by public programs like Medicare  
and Medicaid.3 

It is up to all of us to prevent and address elder abuse! 

Our country’s value of justice for all requires that we construct strong supports that 
help people of all ages. Ending isolation, creating and improving transportation, law 

enforcement, senior centers and social services can help stop abuse. 

Visit ncea.acl.gov to learn more.
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