
Errata Document 

MDS 3.0 Chapter 3, Section O, Page O-17 

September 23, 2010 

 

Identified Issue: 

In the document labeled “MDS_3.0_Chapter_3_-_Section_O_V1.04_Sept_2010.pdf” that 
was published on September 13, 2010 a formatting error has been identified on page O-17 
under the coding tips for item O0400 that may result in mis-coding of the item.   

The bulleted list at the top of the page should read as follows: 

• Set-up time shall be recorded under the mode for which the resident receives initial 
treatment when he/she receives more than one mode of therapy per visit. 
— Code as individual minutes when the resident receives only individual therapy or 

individual therapy followed by another mode(s); 
— Code as concurrent minutes when the resident receives only concurrent therapy or 

concurrent therapy followed by another mode(s); and 
— Code as group minutes when the resident receives only group therapy or group 

therapy followed by another mode(s). 
 

Please discard page O-17 of Chapter 3 Section O of your existing MDS 3.0 RAI Manual 
and replace it with the following page of this document. 

 

  



CMS’s RAI Version 3.0 Manual  (Corrected September 23, 2010) CH 3: MDS Items [O] 
 

September 2010 (Corrected September 23, 2010) Page O-17 
 

O0400: Therapies (cont.) 
• Set-up time shall be recorded under the mode for which the resident receives initial 

treatment when he/she receives more than one mode of therapy per visit. 
— Code as individual minutes when the resident receives only individual therapy or 

individual therapy followed by another mode(s); 
— Code as concurrent minutes when the resident receives only concurrent therapy or 

concurrent therapy followed by another mode(s); and 
— Code as group minutes when the resident receives only group therapy or group 

therapy followed by another mode(s). 
• For Speech-Language Pathology Services (SLP) and Physical (PT) and Occupational 

Therapies (OT) include only skilled

— for Part A, services must be ordered by a physician. For Part B the plan of care must 
be certified by a physician following the therapy evaluation; 

 therapy services. Skilled therapy services must meet 
all of the following conditions (Refer to Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, Chapters 8 and 
15, for detailed requirements and policies): 

— the services must be directly and specifically related to an active written treatment 
plan that is approved by the physician after any needed consultation with the qualified 
therapist and is based on an initial evaluation performed by a qualified therapist prior 
to the start of therapy services in the facility; 

— the services must be of a level of complexity and sophistication, or the condition of 
the resident must be of a nature that requires the judgment, knowledge, and skills of a 
therapist; 

— the services must be provided with the expectation, based on the assessment of the 
resident’s restoration potential made by the physician, that the condition of the patient 
will improve materially in a reasonable and generally predictable period of time, or 
the services must be necessary for the establishment of a safe and effective 
maintenance program; 

— the services must be considered under accepted standards of medical practice to be 
specific and effective treatment for the resident’s condition; and, 

— the services must be reasonable and necessary for the treatment of the resident’s 
condition; this includes the requirement that the amount, frequency, and duration of 
the services must be reasonable and they must be furnished by qualified personnel.  

• Include services provided by a qualified occupational/physical therapy assistant who is 
employed by (or under contract with) the long-term care facility only if he or she is under 
the direction of a qualified occupational/physical therapist. Medicare does not recognize 
speech-language pathology assistants; therefore, services provided by these individuals 
are not to be coded on the MDS. 

• For purposes of the MDS, when the payer for therapy services is not Medicare Part B, 
follow the definitions and coding for Medicare Part A. 
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