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POLICY AND PROCEDURE

 SUBJECT:  
ANIMAL VISITATION

POLICY:

To provide the residents an opportunity to be exposed to animals as a means of therapy and activity.

Understanding that many residents have owned animals for many years prior to residing at Pioneer Manor, and that animals may play an important role in the health and well being of our residents, we invite owners having animals to visit or provide a program.  The owners of the animals are requested to provide proof of current animal immunizations and a recent physical from the veterinarian.  Owners of animals who are unruly, i.e. barking, jumping, scratching, etc. may be asked to remove their pet from the facility.

PROCEDURE:

1.
Animals shall have current immunizations, have collars, tags, and be in good health.  A copy of the animal’s immunizations record will be filed with the receptionist as proof of current immunizations.


2.
Animals must be accompanied to the facility by their owner.

3
Animals should be registered at the reception office on their first visit.  A colored 


ribbon will be provided to the owner for attachment to the animal’s collar.  This ribbon should 


be on your dog anytime they are in the facility after that so staff will be able to identify the 


animal as having received the required immunization and physical by a veterinarian.

4.
The owner is responsible for the behavior of the animal and must keep the animal controlled. 


When in public areas, animals shall be under physical and verbal control at all times.

5.
Please notify the Activity Department before bringing a pet/therapeutic animal to visit.

6.
Animals are not permitted in the following areas: 

· resident’s dining room during meals, 

· food storage or preparation areas

· dishwashing room or in the dish storage room

· medication storage or preparation areas

· clean or sterile supply storage areas 

· nurses stations 

· areas where cleanliness and sanitary precautions are necessary to protect the health, comfort and safety and well-being of residents.

7.
The owner is responsible for cleaning up after the animal both inside the facility and outside on the grounds.

8.
Staff bringing in animals for the enjoyment of the residents should take those animals home 

following the visit with residents.

9.
The facility reserves the right to request an owner remove the animal from the facility
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