Figure: Hospital Guidelines for Reporting Live Births, Infant Deaths, and
Fetal Deaths
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...breathes, or shows any other evidence of life, such
as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord,
or definite movement of voluntary muscle, whether or not
the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached.
Heartbeats are to be distinguished from transient cardiac
contractions; respirations are to be distinguished from
fleeting respiratory efforts or gasps.
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